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Makeni Trust Fund 
 

Trustees' annual report 
For the year ended 30 September 2016 
 

 

The trustees submit their annual report and the financial statements for the year ended 30 September 
2016.  
 

Structure, governance and management 

 

The Charity is operated under the rules of its Trust deed adopted 1 October 2009 and became a 

registered charity on 6 July 2010 (Charity Commission number 1136749).  
 
Day to day management of the Charity is undertaken by the Trustees.  

 
New trustees will be recruited by following the guidelines outlined in the Charity Commission 
document CC30 - Finding New Trustees.  

 
Charitable Aims and objectives 
 

The objective of the charity is the prevention or relief of poverty in Sierra Leone by providing grants, 
items and services to individuals in need and/or charities, or other organisations work ing to prevent or 
relieve poverty. 

 
The charity provides grants, items and services to individuals in need and/or charities or other 
organisations working to prevent or relieve poverty in Sierra Leone.  

 
The t rustees have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit  
and are satisfied that they meet the requirements through relief of poverty.  

 
Activities during the year 
 

This was the seventh year of operation of our charity. For Sierra Leone and its West African  
neighbours it has been a time of recovery from the devastating impact of the Ebola Virus  Disease 
epidemic of 2014. The Makeni Trust Fund has been pleased to support our partners in Sierra Leone 

at this time and we are grateful for the generous response of our funders.  
 
The ending of the Ebola Virus Disease Epidemic in West Africa 

Throughout 2015 the Trust was contributing to the support of volunteer Mercy Mwaura,  who had 
chosen to remain in Sierra Leone during the Ebola crisis to help at St Joseph’s  School for the Hearing 
Impaired. In September 2015 Mercy wrote:  

 
“Schools are now back on and all is going well. The usual busy sounds can be heard  filling the school 
grounds. There’s a feeling of things are back to normal and we’re  almost forgetting the endless days 

of uncertainty that had gripped the country during the worst days of Ebola. But yesterday we were 
reminded that we still need to be vigilant when Makeni suffered a set back after 169 days of no Ebola 
positive cases. Unfortunately a 16yr old died on Sunday night and now her village is under 

quarantine. We continue to pray and hope that this will soon come to an end.”  
 
Finally, on 7 November 2015, the World Health Organization declared the end of the  Ebola outbreak 

in Sierra Leone.  
 
Project Progress  

Support for St Joseph’s School for the Hearing Impaired: 
The agreement between the UK charity Friends of St Joseph’s School and the Makeni Trust  Fund 
supporting the work of Mercy Mwaura at the University of Makeni and St Joseph's  School continued 

until the end of 2015. Mercy then transferred to a full time position at the University, and has 
continued to be of great assistance to the Makeni Trust Fund in enabling and reporting on money 
transfers through the Trust’s local bank account. The two charities  have approached the Volunteer 

Missionary Movement (VMM) to urge them to replace Mercy Mwaura with a volunteer supported by 
them, as originally planned. At the time of writing this requirement remains unsatisfied.  
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Makeni Trust Fund 
 

Trustees' annual report (continued) 
For the year ended 30 September 2016 
 

 

University of Makeni: 
The Trust has been very pleased to assist in a small way the work of Professor Ian Goodfellow of the 

University of Cambridge as he established the University of Makeni (UNIMAK) Infectious Diseases 
Research Laboratory. This collaboration project between the University of Makeni and the University 
of Cambridge was facilitated by funding from the Wellcome Trust to enable rapid sequencing of Ebola 

virus  genomes during the recent Ebola virus disease epidemic in Sierra Leone. During the epidemic, 
the laboratory was established at the Mateneh Ebola Treatment Centre, but was relocated to UNIMAK 
near the end of the epidemic. The laboratory now forms an integral part of the Makeni  Biomedical and 

Biotechnology Research Platform.  
 
Staff Development has been identified by the university as a key priority in their strategic  plans, and 

the Trust has continued to fund scholarships for this. For the strengthening of IT at the university, 
Aloysius Bangura has been supported through the second year of his masters IT course, and Owen 
Collins-Cole through the first year of his course. Mrs Bernadette Marie Yamoloh Jallow, from the 

Finance Department, is being supported in an MA in Finance at Kumasi University in Ghana.  
 
The UK Sierra Leone Pro Bono Network had collected a large volume of law reports and practitioner 

and student law books. UK Barrister Richard Honey and UNIMAK Head of Law Benedict Jalloh 
sought our help in shipping them to UNIMAK. We believe this will help create possibly the best law 
library in Sierra Leone and will transform the teaching of law at  the University by enabling the students 

to research and discuss the law in ways which were simply impossible before.  
 
Holy Spirit Hospital: 

This year we agreed to support the work of Dr Veronica Sawicki as she established a  Diabetes Clinic  
at the hospital. We will provide £750 for two years for the provision of blood sugar testing strips.  
 

We were pleased to have an opportunity to meet Dr Patrick Turay, Director of Holy Spirit Hospital, in 
London for an update on the situation at the hospital, and an indication of the priority requirements in 
the future.  

 
Other Sponsored Students: 
Sumaila Bockerie: We have regular reports that Sumaila is progressing very successfully in his  

medical studies. The Trust provided a hard drive for his computer as additional practical support.   
 
Aminata Sankoh (UNIMAK law student) and Gassim Sillah (Educaid Teaching staff) made good 

progress in their studies. 
 
Linking Sheffield University with the University of Makeni: 

Makeni Trust Fund again acted as intermediary with the University of Makeni, in the agreement for 
UNIMAK to host the placement of students studying for the Masters in International Development at  
the University of Sheffield. Alice Johnson and Yoon Young Cho were both studying Public Health and 

International Development in Sheffield University’s Geography Department, and followed in the 
footsteps of Jessica Jones and Jonathan Griffiths, who enjoyed placements at UNIMAK in 2014. Alice  
and Yoon chose to apply for a placement at the University of Makeni because it offered the chance to 

be involved in the university’s work on Ebola. For their Masters dissertations they researched  the 
survivors’ physical health status and the social and community impacts of the disease. This exchange 
is valued by both organisations.  

 
Internet Websites: 
We continue to support the maintenance of the internet websites of Holy Spirit Hospital  and the 

University of Makeni which attract growing interest and support from around the world. They are both 
appreciated by the organisations themselves and valued by their supporting partners.  
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Makeni Trust Fund 
 

Trustees' annual report (continued) 
For the year ended 30 September 2016 
 

 

Working internationally - Controlling Funds 
The trustees are mindful of the Charity Commission guidance on working internationally.  

 
This year we have continued to make good use of our Ecobank accounts in Makeni. We have a 
sterling account to receive money transferred from the UK, and a le one account from which funds are 

withdrawn. Internet access to these accounts means that we are able to monitor transactions and 
balances at all times. Withdrawals in Makeni are only made by the appointed signatories on 
instructions from the trustees, and are distributed by people or organisations we know personally. We 

always get receipts for all monies paid out.  
 
The accessibility and security of this money transfer facility has been useful to other organisations 

who wanted to transfer funds to partners in Makeni. The trustees ensure that the use of these monies 
is within the operations of the charity, and all such monies are treated as restricted receipts and 
payments within the financial statements.  

 
Fundraising 
Although we did not  organise any special fundraising events this year, contributions from regular 

supporters remained strong, and the Trust was grateful to receive a contribution from the Christmas 
Crib collection of Mother of God parish, Sheffield. The membership of the 49 Club has grown and it  
continues to provide valuable funding of more than £1,400 per year. We are very grateful for the 

generosity of our loyal supporters and thank everyone who has played a part in making this year so 
successful. 
 

Reserves Policy 
The reserves policy is to maintain sufficient cash assets to cover outstanding commitments at the 
year end.  

 
The bank balances at the year-end were £20,011. £7,707 of this related to designated funds (i.e.  
committed funds) and £5,318 related to restricted funds. In addition to this there were general fund 

liabilities of £408. 
 
This leaves £6,578 of uncommitted free reserves as at 30 September 2016.  

 
The level of reserves is reviewed at least three times a year by the Finance Committee.    
 

 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above on ____________________ 
 

Signed on behalf of the trustees: 
 
 

 
 
Print: __________________ 

 
 
 

Position: ________________ 
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Makeni Trust Fund 
 

Independent Examiner’s report on the Financial Statements 
for the year ended 30 September 2016 

 
 
I report on the accounts of Makeni Trust Fund for the year ended 30 September 2016 which are set 
out on pages 6 to 9.  

 
Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and the examiner 
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees 

consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the 

Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.   

 

It is my responsibility to:  

 examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  

 to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission 
(under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  

 to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.  
 

Basis of independent examiner's report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity 
Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 

be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 
'true and fair view' and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.  
 

Independent examiner's statement 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:  
1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:  

 to keep appropriate accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; 
and 

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the 

accounting requirements of the Charities Act 
 

have not been met; or 

 
2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached.  

 
 
 

Signed: ______________________ 
  

Sarah Lightfoot, ACA, DChA  

 
Voluntary Action Sheffield 
Community Accountancy Service 

The Circle 
33, Rockingham Lane 
Sheffield 

S1 4FW 
 
Date:  ______________________ 



Makeni Trust Fund

Receipts & payments account

For the year ended 30 September 2016
General Designated Restricted Total Total

Funds Funds Funds 2016 2015

£ £ £ £ £ 

Receipts

Donations and grants

Donations from individuals 1,874 - 2,404 4,278 6,240

Donations in lieu of Christmas gifts 205 - - 205 1,070

Gift Aid 2,379 - 187 2,566 344

Mother of God parish donations - 1,220 - 1,220 2,305

Legacy - - - - 500

ALPS 2,300 - - 2,300 4,000

University of Cambridge - - 22,000 22,000 7,500

Sight Savers - - 1,683 1,683 -

Sound Seekers - - 5,000 5,000 -

St Anselm's School, Birkenhead - - 2,520 2,520 -

Friends of St Joseph's school - - - - 8,735

University of Kent - - - - 941

Fundraising

49 Club Fundraising 2,993 - - 2,993 1,395

Delia - dancing 72 - - 72 -

Car Boot sale 110 - - 110 -

Talk by Delia - - - - 30

Jon Kay's walk - - - - 405

Bishop - - - - 1,846

Summer Songs - - - - 1,672

Bank interest 7 - - 7 9

Total receipts 9,940 1,220 33,794 44,954 36,992

Payments

Projects

EducAid - Sumaila - 1,500 - 1,500 1,592

EducAid - Gassim - 500 - 500 500

EducAid - other - - - - 2,523

UNIMAK - student support 16,927 - - 16,927 10,773

UNIMAK Lab project - - 24,093 24,093 5,376

Moses' children - - 514 514 791

Mercy Mwaura - 1,920 - 1,920 3,840

Website - UNIMAK and Holy Spirit hospital 165 - - 165 298

Obstetrics support - Holy Spirit hospital - - 1,250 1,250 -

Sound Seekers - St Joseph's school - - 4,500 4,500 -

Sight Savers - St Joseph's school - - 1,683 1,683 -

Diabetes Project 750 - - 750 -

Ebola affected families - 863 - 863 -

St Joseph's lepers - - 100 100 -

Container transport 540 - 600 1,140 -

Fight against Ebola - St Joseph's school - - - - 5,755

Fight against Ebola - Holy Spirit Hospital - - - - 2,000

Fight against Ebola - UNIMAK - - - - 2,500

Fight against Ebola - Loreto - - - - 2,000

Administration costs

Bank and swift transfer charges 235 - 31 266 163

Independent examination 720 - - 720 -

Other expenses - - - - 209

Fundraising costs

49 Club prizes 1,460 - - 1,460 -

Summer Songs - - - - 178

Bishop - - - - 693

Total payments 20,797 4,783 32,771 58,351 39,191

Net receipts/(payments) (10,857) (3,563) 1,023 (13,397) (2,199)

Transfers between funds (2,350) 2,350 - - -

Net movement in funds (13,207) (1,213) 1,023 (13,397) (2,199)

Cash funds at the start of the year 20,193 8,920 4,295 33,408 35,607

Cash funds at end of the year 6,986 7,707 5,318 20,011 33,408
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Makeni Trust Fund

Statement of assets and liabilities

As at 30 September 2016

2016 2015

 £ £ 

Cash assets

Balances at bank:

Current accounts 3,787 9,563

Savings account 13,028 17,744

Makeni account 3,196 6,101

20,011 33,408

Liabilities

Independent examination fee - 2016 408 -

Independent examination fee - 2015 - 360

Independent examination fee - 2014 - 360

408 720

Approved by the Trustees on ____________________________ 

Signed on behalf of the trustees by:

(sign):

(print name):

(sign):

(print name):
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Makeni Trust Fund

Notes to the financial statements

For the year ended 30 September 2016

1 Accounting policies

Receipts & payments account

Funds

2 Designated funds

Funds Funds

b/fwd Income Expenditure Transfers c/fwd

£ £ £ £ £

Mercy Mwaura 1,920 - (1,920) - -

Educaid 7,000 - (2,000) - 5,000
Ebola affected families - 1,220 (863) - 357

St Joseph's Well - - - 600 600

Diabetes clinic - - - 750 750

UNIMAK - student support - - - 1,000 1,000

8,920 1,220 (4,783) 2,350 7,707

Mercy Mwaura

Educaid

Ebola affected families

St Joseph's Well

Diabetes clinic

UNIMAK - student support Monies to support Ghanaian students at UNIMAK are paid out of the general funds, however

future commitments have been designated so that this support is ring-fenced from the general

fund balance.

Moneys raised by the Mother of God crib donations has been set aside to support Ebola

affected families.

This money has been set aside to support the Diabetes clinic at the Holy Spirit hospital.

Receipts and payments accounts are statements that summarise the movement of cash into and out of the charity during 

the financial year. In this context "cash" includes cash equivalents, for example, bank accounts where cash can be readily 

withdrawn to pay for debts as they become due.

General funds are donations and other income receivable or generated for the objects of the organisation without further 

specified purpose.

Designated funds are set aside at the discretion of the trustees.

Restricted funds are to be used for specific purposes as laid down by the donor. 

Mercy was employed by S. Joseph’s School and the University of Makeni jointly. We agreed to 

contribute to the cost of her employment. This contribution has now ended.

Money received with the expectation of being used for educational purposes (which is part of

the broader aims of the charity) has been set aside to fund Ghana students education (where

not directly spent in the year). £5,000 of the balance has been committed to individual support

over the next 3 years.

This money has been set aside to support the maintenance of the St Joseph's well, and will be

drawn down when required.
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Makeni Trust Fund

Notes to the financial statements - continued

For the year ended 30 September 2016

3 Restricted funds

Funds Funds

b/fwd Income Expenditure Transfers c/fwd

£ £ £ £ £

Moses' children 421 1,891 (514) - 1,798

UNIMAK Lab project 2,124 22,000 (24,124) - -

Obstetrics 1,250 - (1,250) - -

St Joseph's lepers - 100 (100) - -

Sight Savers - 1,683 (1,683) - -
Sound Seekers - 5,000 (4,500) - 500

St Joseph's school - 2,520 - - 2,520

Blind Beggars 500 - - - 500

Container transport - 600 (600) - -

4,295 33,794 (32,771) - 5,318

Moses' children

UNIMAK Lab project

Obstetrics 

St Joseph's lepers

Sight Savers

Sound Seekers

St Joseph's school

Blind Beggars

Container transport

4 Related party transactions

Trustees received no expenses, remuneration or benefits in this period.

There were no other related party transactions during the year.

Monies were raised to support blind beggars in Makeni.

Moses worked at St. Joseph’s School and was well known to Delia and Jon Kay. He died

suddenly leaving seven children, so support has been raised to help his children continue with

their education.

A lab for Ebola testing was set up during the crisis in 2014/15, and scientists at the University

of Cambridge felt it was more cost-effective to donate the lab to the University of Makeni

(UNIMAK). Costs this year include the purchase of a 4-wheel drive vehicle from a dealer in

Freetown and the funding of the driver's salary.

Monies were donated to support the obstetrics and maternity work at Holy Spirit hospital.

Monies were donated to support those with leprosy in Makeni.

Sight Savers, a British charity, visited St. Joseph’s School for the hearing impaired and made

a grant to help the school to teach partially sighted students. 

Sound Seekers, British charity, visited St. Joseph’s School for the hearing impaired and made

a grant to help the school in teach hearing impaired students. 

Monies were given to partially fund the cost of sending a container of various items to sent to

Makeni.

Monies were raised for the general work at St. Joseph’s School for the hearing impaired.
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